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Abstract

1. Introduction

The rapid expansion of commercial advertising, especially through television,
has created significant societal and cultural impacts. The unique attributes of
television—its vast reach, diverse audience, and combination of visual and
auditory stimuli—make it an exceptionally potent medium. This influence,
however, is a double-edged sword, capable of both positive and negative effects.
Television advertising, driven by modern nihilism and neoliberal ideologies,
often oversteps reasonable boundaries, potentially causing cultural harm. The
definition of culture, as articulated by Taylor, includes an array of elements such
as language, religion, art, law, and morality, all of which can be affected by
television commercials.

Television advertisements interact intimately with public culture and societal
norms, leading to significant legal challenges. Consequently, nations worldwide
have instituted laws to regulate television advertising, curbing misleading
advertisements and other violations even within free-market economies. In Iran,
where cultural values are deeply rooted and the rule of law is paramount, it is
crucial to scrutinize the legal boundaries of television advertising to mitigate its
potentially anti-cultural impacts.

This research investigates the legal frameworks that address the cultural
impacts of television advertising in Iran. It aims to delineate the existing
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regulations and assess the effectiveness of these legal norms in safeguarding
Iranian cultural values against the detrimental effects of commercial advertising.

2. Research Question

The main question of this study is: "What are the legal requirements for
addressing the anti-cultural effects of television advertising in the Iranian legal
system?"

This question arises from the need to understand how existing laws in Iran
regulate television advertising to protect cultural values and societal norms. It
seeks to explore the adequacy of these regulations in countering the cultural
degradation caused by commercial advertising.

3. Research Hypothesis

The central hypothesis of this study posits that despite the existence of
numerous legal norms aimed at curbing the anti-cultural effects of television
advertising, these objectives have not been fully realized. The hypothesis
suggests that the current legal norms are fragmented and inadequately enforced,
failing to effectively mitigate the cultural harms posed by television
commercials.

Unlike prior research, which has predominantly focused on the ethical and
jurisprudential aspects of television advertising, this study emphasizes the legal
norms governing the cultural impacts of television advertising. It hypothesizes
that a more consolidated and refined legal framework is necessary for effectively
regulating the cultural consequences of television advertising in Iran.

4. Methodology & Framework, if Applicable

This study adopts a qualitative and practical approach, primarily utilizing
library-based research methods. The methodology involves a comprehensive
analysis of existing legal documents, regulations, and policies that govern
television advertising in Iran. The research framework is structured as follows:

Literature Review: The literature review encompasses a thorough
examination of previous studies on the cultural impacts of television
advertising. This includes both Iranian and international perspectives,
providing a comparative analysis of different regulatory approaches. The
review highlights gaps in the existing literature, particularly the lack of focus on
the legal aspects of cultural regulation in television advertising.

Legal Analysis: The legal analysis involves scrutinizing the Iranian legal
framework, including the constitution, statutory laws, and regulations related
to television advertising. This analysis aims to identify the specific legal
provisions that address the cultural impacts of television advertising and
evaluate their effectiveness.

Case Studies: Case studies of specific television advertisements in Iran are
examined to illustrate the practical application of the legal norms. These case
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studies help to understand how current regulations are enforced and identify
any discrepancies or shortcomings in their implementation.

Interviews with Legal Experts: Interviews with legal experts, policymakers,
and practitioners in the field of media law are conducted to gain insights into
the practical challenges and potential solutions for regulating the cultural
impacts of television advertising. These interviews provide valuable
perspectives on the effectiveness of existing legal norms and suggest areas for
improvement.

Comparative Analysis: A comparative analysis is conducted to examine how
other countries regulate the cultural impacts of television advertising. This
analysis provides insights into best practices and potential strategies that could
be adopted in the Iranian context.

Synthesis and Recommendations: The final stage of the methodology
involves synthesizing the findings from the literature review, legal analysis, case
studies, interviews, and comparative analysis. Based on this synthesis,
recommendations are made for refining and consolidating the legal framework
governing television advertising in Iran. These recommendations aim to
enhance the effectiveness of legal norms in protecting cultural values against the
negative impacts of commercial advertising.

5. Results & Discussion

The study has meticulously analyzed the Iranian legal framework concerning
television advertising and its cultural impacts. The research reveals that despite
the establishment of extensive legal norms aimed at preventing the anti-cultural
effects of television commercials, these norms have not fully achieved their
intended objectives. The study identifies several critical findings:

Comprehensive Legal Norms: Over the past four decades, Iran has
developed a comprehensive set of legal norms at three levels — constitutional,
ordinary laws, and specific regulations of the IRIB. These norms cover a wide
array of areas, including economic distribution and consumption, women and
family, children, ethics, social customs, audience and consumer rights, religious
and jurisprudential rules, Persian language and literature, domestic and foreign
policy, national independence, patriotic values, and social justice.

Persistent Anti-Cultural Effects: Despite these extensive regulations,
television commercials in Iran continue to exhibit anti-cultural and destructive
elements. Issues such as consumerism, unrealistic lifestyles, feelings of
inferiority, extravagance, fashion obsession, instrumental use of women and
children, and reinforcement of social inequalities remain prevalent in
commercial advertisements.

Legislative Ambiguity and Enforcement Gaps: The study finds that the
primary root of these problems is not the absence of legal norms but rather the
ambiguity and lack of thoroughness in existing laws. This results in ineffective
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enforcement and compliance. The lack of clear oversight and enforcement
mechanisms further exacerbates the situation, leading to widespread violations
of legal norms in television advertising.

Institutional Conflicts and Inefficiencies: The consolidation of legislative,
executive, oversight, criminalization, and judicial roles within the General
Directorate of Commerce of IRIB has led to significant issues. These include
conflicts of interest, lack of independence, inefficiency, and lack of
accountability. Such institutional arrangements hinder the proper enforcement
of legal norms and prevent the establishment of effective oversight and judicial
procedures.

The discussion focuses on the implications of these findings and explores
potential solutions to address the identified issues. Key points include:

Need for Legislative Clarity and Precision: The study underscores the need
for clearer and more precise legislative norms to effectively regulate television
advertising. Laws should be specific, unambiguous, and comprehensive,
covering all aspects of commercial advertising that could potentially harm
cultural values.

Enhanced Oversight and Enforcement Mechanisms: Effective enforcement of
legal norms requires robust oversight mechanisms. Independent regulatory
bodies, free from conflicts of interest, should be established to monitor and
enforce compliance with advertising regulations. These bodies should have the
authority to impose penalties and take corrective actions against violators.

Institutional Reforms: The study advocates for institutional reforms to
address the conflicts of interest and inefficiencies within the IRIB. Separating the
legislative, executive, and judicial roles related to television advertising can help
ensure greater transparency, accountability, and effectiveness in regulatory
processes.

Public Awareness and Education: Raising public awareness about the
cultural impacts of television advertising is crucial. Educational campaigns can
help audiences recognize and critically evaluate the content of advertisements,
reducing their susceptibility to harmful influences.

International Best Practices: The study suggests looking at international best
practices in regulating television advertising. Comparative analysis with other
countries can provide valuable insights and strategies that could be adapted to
the Iranian context, enhancing the effectiveness of local regulations.

Holistic Cultural Policies: Addressing the anti-cultural effects of television
advertising requires a holistic approach. Cultural policies should integrate
various aspects of society, including media regulation, education, and public
policy, to create a cohesive framework that supports cultural preservation and
promotes positive values.
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6. Conclusion

The findings of this study highlight the Iranian legal system's attention to
regulating the cultural impacts of television advertising. However, the
persistence of anti-cultural elements in commercials indicates significant gaps in
the enforcement and effectiveness of these regulations. The study concludes
that:

The existing legal norms, while comprehensive, lack the clarity and
thoroughness needed for effective enforcement.

Institutional arrangements within the IRIB contribute to conflicts of interest,
inefficiency, and lack of accountability, hindering proper regulation of television
advertising.

Effective solutions require legislative reforms to clarify and strengthen legal
norms, the establishment of independent oversight bodies, and institutional
reforms to ensure transparency and accountability.

Public awareness and education, coupled with international best practices,
can enhance the regulatory framework and mitigate the cultural harms of
television advertising.

This research underscores the need for a multi-faceted approach to address
the anti-cultural effects of television advertising in Iran, combining legislative,
institutional, and public policy reforms to protect cultural values and public
order.

Keywords: Television Advertising, Commercial Advertisements, Media Law,
Advertising Laws, Culture, Social Justice.
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