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Abstract

The term "scientific authority” was first suggested by the Supreme Leader
during a meeting with Imam Sadiq students on Eid-e- Ghadir in 2005. The
purpose of this study is to present a systematic model of "scientific authority"
based on the thought and speech of the Supreme Leader, following a
qualitative approach and using a thematic Analysis. One of the appropriate
techniques in qualitative research is content analysis, which can be well used
to identify patterns in qualitative data. For this purpose, the content related to
the themes of scientific authority was extracted from the Supreme Leader’s
pertinent statements. It was then categorized into 38 main themes in four
dimensions, namely scientific, managerial, cultural and political, and six main
functions, namely scrutiny, control, intervention, leadership, infrastructure
and institutionalization. After identifying three types of components including
concepts (main themes and keywords), dimensions and functions related to
scientific authority, a three-level model was extracted. The results show that
the scientific, cultural and managerial components have gained the Leader’s
hardest emphasis respectively based on the dimensional approach, and the
"leadership" component has been at the top of his functional approach whereas
the "institutionalization™ component is the least important. This superiority of
leadership could be the result of the attention devoted to institutional and
cultural infrastructures after the realization of macro orientations and
requirements at the policy-making level.
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