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Abstract

Oftentimes, policy failure refers to the wrong definition of a policy problem.
This is a pervasive challenge in various fields, especially public policy
analysis studies, which are also referred to in different terms. In practice, too,
the definition of a wrong problem in the form of a third type of error leads to
policy problems remaining unresolved and sustained. The cause of the third
type of error should be sought for four reasons: systems of problems, different
interpretations, information policy, and external changes. In this article, while
reviewing the nature of policy problem and problem definition theories, a
typology of the most important policy problem theories is presented. In
addition to the literature review, we have presented the "problem definition
prism of light spectrum", which describes in seven layers the intellectual
spectrum of problem definition theories: purpose, theme, ontology, scientific
paradigm, method, approach, and level of analysis. The present study seeks to
present the complexities of the problem definition process to the audience and
make them beware of simplifying the definition of policy problems.
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