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Abstract

Gender capital as the fourth of social capital is one of the newest and most
popular modern sociological theories that was presented by Catherine Hakim
in Y+Y). One important place of occurrence of this is the commercials.
Teaser ads have gained increasing importance in capitalist age and comprise
a good part of television programs. The article has benefitted from Catherine
Hakim’s theoretical framework and her indications of gender capital to
examine and define the phenomenon as portrayed by the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s national television. By using a quantitative quality analysis there is a
survey of Y+ purposeful sampling from the teaser ads with female image
dominance shown on television during the first two summer months in Y+ 4.
The results show that there is a high percentage of gender capital in
advertising. Here, appearance components (attractive dress, make up, jewels
and decorations), sexual appeal (figure, feminine manners, coquetry) and
beauty have higher frequency, and social presence components ( skills,
social interaction, pleasant company) and liveliness (energy, high-
spiritedness, no passivity) have had the least frequency. Also, capitalistic
tendencies and advertising designers exploit female sexual assets to attract
and persuade their audience to consume their products.
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