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Abstract

The human social life necessitates the priority of public interests over personal ones,
though human instinct prescribes otherwise. This conflict has been in force since the
dawn of history. Self-sacrifice, however, is considered a major value and ethical
virtue both in individual and social life and implies self-abnegation for the sake of
others. On the opposite trend, there is self-seeking which gives priority to one's
interests, hence despicable and blamed. Human instinct has always pushed one to
focus on one's own interests, a disposition that leads to individual and social decline,
fall of humanity, legal discriminations and depravities. Self-sacrifice takes a noble
position in the Islamic culture and is a sign of faith. The Islamic holy traditions also
recommend this and promise recompenses for it. The research method is descriptive-
analytical. Due to the supreme importance of self-sacrifice as decreed by God in
various verses of the Quran and the Infallible Traditions of Imams, it is highly
necessary to explicate them in the Islamic jurisprudence and legal system. Self-
seeking has its own benefits such as self-preservation, but what provides salvation in
this world and in the hereafter is self-sacrifice, a matter clarified by the Holy Quran,
Traditions and even intellect. The propagation of this disposition in society will lead
to the elevation of people's mental and spiritual health, which is the main objective
of the article.
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