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Abstract

In late December Y+)4 the world was exposed to a virus scientifically named
Coronavirus Y4 which caused an unprecedented death of people worldwide. The
present study has adopted Lakoff and Johnson Conceptual Metaphor Theory (Y44A+)
to explore conceptual metaphors used by a number of Iranian online media news
about this virus. The conclusion shows Iranians to be engaged in a “war” with the
disease and to be taking the virus as their enemy. Besides, the medical staff involved
explicitly represent “the country’s defending soldiers” who are seeking to defeat the
enemy in this fateful path. By analyzing the linguistic corpus of the research it is
understood that the use of metaphors such as enemy, health defense, war against
Coronavirus, martyrdom, etc. helps a better understanding of the critical conditions
by Iranian people.
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