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Abstract

Political system is a crucial variable which creates impression on public
policies and makes them different from one country to another. The majority
of existing studies regarding participant actors in policy making process are
those which have been carried out in western democratic systems. Iran has an
Islamic democratic system which differs from the western type. The purpose
of the current investigation is identifying the unofficial actors who are
impressive on this country’s members of parliament. To do this, we have
utilized a quantitative and qualitative investigation method. Firstly, we
analyzed the parliament’s minutes in the time span between Farvardin, 1395
to Farvardin, 1397 and the TV program, Nation’s House, broadcast from
Farvardin, 1396 to Farvardin, 1397. Secondly, 6 parliamentary individuals
(MPs and a clerk) were interviewed and their statements were analyzed using
qualitative content analysis method. This study demonstrated that in a
religious democratic system, the same as in western democratic ones, the
private sector and appointed agents are the unofficial crucial actors of policy
approval. But in the Iranian religious democracy, contrary to the western type,
other actors like citizens, academics and military officials also put their impact
on policy making. The identification of the differences and similarities
between religious democratic systems and other democratic systems is
strongly vital and it can provide assistance for better understanding of
democracies.
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