Bi-quarterly Journal of Quran and Hadith Studies, Research Article,

Vol. 13, No. 2, (Serial. 26), Summer 2020

A Structural Semantic Study of the Term Sayyi ah
in the Holy Qur’an

Fatemeh Eshghi * Received:14/07/2019
Mohammad Ali Khavanin Zadeh ** Accepted:20/02/2020
Fatemeh Sadat Tahami ***

Abstract

Sayyi’ah is one of the terms most frequently used in the Qur’an. It mostly
studied in the semantic field of ‘disobedience of God’, while there are many
other usages in the Qur’an which have not been studied semantically yet, and
the importance of its meaning has not been clarified. In this study, considering
sense relations between sayyi'ah and other concepts used in the Qur’an,
including syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations, semantic fields of the term
sayyi’ah has been analyzed by using a structural semantic method.
Syntagmatic relations reveal that in the Qur’an, sayyi ‘ah has been used in two
different meanings: ‘evil deed resulting punishment’ and ‘unpleasant
accident’. In the first semantic field, sayyi ‘ah has paradigmatic relation with
‘dhanb’ and ‘munkar’ as well as semantic opposition with ‘salihah’, ‘khayr’
and ‘birr’. In the second semantic field, sayyi'ah has paradigmatic relation
with “‘adhab’ and ‘sharr’ as well as semantic opposition with ‘hasanah’,
‘rahmah’ and ‘khayr’.

Keywords: The Holy Qur’an, Sayyi'ah (evil), Si’ (bad), Structural
Semantics, Syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations.
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