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Critical Evaluation of Positive-Normative Dichotomy
in Economics (According to Shahid Sadr's View Point)

Mohammad Javad Tavakoli * Received: 2016/07/04
Accepted: 2017/04/12

In traditional economics, there are some disputes over the distinction
between Positive and normative economics. The current paper criticizes this
dichotomy with a particular view to the ideas of Shahid Sadr. Attention to
Sadr's view on the connection of normative and positive economics
contributes to the better understanding of the entry of values in economics.
The results of the study, which is done by using an analytical approach,
show that while the dual positive-normative dichotomy is different from the
dual doctrinal-science dichotomy, there have some similarities. From Sadr's
view point, economic science is equivalent with positive economics.
Doctrinal economics looks like normative or evaluative economics in sense
that it engages in evaluations on the base of justice. Doctrinal economics
deviates from normative economics by addressing ideal institutional
structures and policy making. Regardless of the similarities and differences
of the dual dichotomies, Sadr's attention to the link between doctrinal and
scientific studies contributes to the better understanding of the entry of
values in positive economics. According to Sadr, scientific economic
analyses are based on an institutional framework, which is supported by an
economic system. Such an institutional framework causes the positive
analyses to have a value flavor.
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1. John Neville Keynes
2. Normative economy
3. Applied economics
4. The art of economics
5. positive

6. normative

7. Practical

8. Prescriptive

9. Normative

10. Instrumental

11. Evaluative

12. Normative

13. Instrumental

dobobs”

S s 5 S s i3tns (D o2 o) o NN SABN (GVFY 0D ke cimed (ol el
olasll

AF-04 as FA L3 ke &l o gUS 3Ll JolS5 (VWA 5y0kaccp 5. T

AYF-0Y o ) e shad) . oSl slaadl wlid b, ((ITAY) dess (555 sl



VY olasdl jo s olxid 9 T O 90 (SOl fulori

v A 0L (Sl ST L Me aexr 5 ) (e oalid g (WA ) Sile S

R [E PR I SR P WV (D S ) S 1 BRI

S e s 1ol 1 s s s ?Amﬁ\ eVl sl (g3ke .(@mv)nrg\ﬂ\ Sl il

Wl pudaall G lalls 15 s5aB) L(BVF* ) 3L dases koo

o ACC\WRPVUY W | PV VA PP VESL | B V- Q\)\.’N\ 3 she p IS W PWENISI I (E 1) & A) It R VESDISR W
b))t anaasadll Slubll s Sl 55,

‘r.>’=;_; ui’:’.‘j—.’.} L‘53L>‘v_-' (al.k.:j.:/.s ij ‘6.).“533 C\.A U,a.__..a}d 5\.&:,.,*:3 M (\VV\‘) })k}ghj‘) ‘@jw
- SLbl asdle olKisls Shlis! 1yl

;5.‘: J.;S .O‘J@s Léﬁ\.ﬁ: AA.>)3 s};é- 5\..933\ 6)3:3 .(\Y‘VV) Al dﬂb .g.:) 4)_)U

AAF=A0Y oo (1)) Sko s (5 52m 5 ST 3Ll L(\YWAY) o5 (YKo

N Y=AR o FF 5 oDl slasl Coale CatS s, (VAT o s (6 e oo

>L~a.f§\ Li‘y\_“" Al_.,a:é‘ C_,\_.:“)A n)\_.zjj (u)) PR .,\:.é_.:v ﬂgu\i} s ] I (“‘/\O) o> .4\:—».' ‘LSJ"‘"’):“
NEFSAYY oo (XX 5 o Dl

jjjéb A_UL.\.: sz zéb\ 4.5«.&53 65\.@55\ M) ‘\i}".d A(“‘/\?)U»\ (:‘ ‘O}“’Jé&ﬂj J:}l} ‘WL&

Boland, L. (2012, December 06). Economic Positivism. Retrieved from
http://positivists.org/blog/economic-positivism

Chapra, M. (1998). Islam and Economic Challenge. UK: The Islamic Foundation.

Colander, D. (1992). The Lost Art of Economics. Journal of Economic Perspectives,
6(3), 191-198.

Emmett, R. (2014). Economics and Theology after Seperation. In P. Oslington, The
Oxford Handbook of Christianity and Economics (pp. 135-149). Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Hiilsmann, J. (2002). Introduction on the Third Edition:From Value Theory to
Praxeology. In L. Mises, Epistemological Problems of Economics (G. Reisman,
Trans., pp. ix-iv). Ludwig von Mises Institute.

Machlup, F. (1978). Positive and Normative Economics. In F. Machlup,
Methodology of economics and other social sciences (pp. 425-450). New York:
Academic Press.Marx, K. (1954[1867]). Capital: a critique of political economy.

Moscow: Progress.
Marx, K., & Engels, F. (1974[1948]). Manifesto of the communist party. New Y ork:
Washington Square Press.





